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ercising their political rights or to punish them for having 
done so. SLAPPs send a clear message: that there is a “price” 
for speaking out politically. The price is a multimillion-dollar 
lawsuit and the expenses, lost resources, and emotional stress 
such litigation brings. This is a message with import for every 
American, activist or not. As these suits become an increasing 
(and increasingly known) risk for the ordinary citizen who de- 
cides to speak out on a public issue, SLAPPs raise substantial 
concern for the future of citizen involvement or public partici- 
pation in government, a fundamental precept of representa- 
tive democracy in America.‘ 


See, on that subject, Prings, G.W., ‘SLAPPs: Strategic Lawsuits Against Public Participation’, vol. 7, Pace Envtl. L: Rev., 1989, 
3; Canan, P., ‘The SLAPP from a Sociological Perspective’, vol. 7, Pace Envtl. L: Rev., 1989, 23; and Landry, N., SLAPP — 
BGillonnement et répression judiciaire du discours politique, Ecosociété, 2012. 
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(Request for a preliminary ruling from the Cour de cassation (Court of Cassation, France)) 

(Request for a preliminary ruling — Judicial cooperation in civil matters — Regulation No 1215/2012 — Publication on the 
internet of comments disparaging a legal person — Actions for rectification of data, deletion of content and compensation 
for damage suffered — Jurisdiction to hear actions for compensation for damage suffered — Strategic lawsuits against public 
participation (SLAPP)) 
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